HOSPITAL AND TRAINING-SCHOOL ITEMS 

*** 

HOSPITALS 

The last of the contracts in connection with building the State consumption 
hospital in the Adirondacks has been let. It is now expected that enough of the 
institution will be finished by early spring to accommodate fifty patients. In 
fact, the trustees hope to be able to show a committee of the Legislature the prac¬ 
tical workings of the hospital before the coming Legislature adjourns. The com¬ 
plete institution will be ready by early summer. The trustees have so pl ann ed 
things that it will take care of one hundred and fifty patients instead of one 
hundred. This additional number of eases will not involve any additional build¬ 
ing expenses. The trustees have kept the expense of building within the appro¬ 
priation made by the New York Legislature. 

The National Hospital for Insane Indians, at Canton, S. D., has finished 
its first year. At the beginning it had thirty-four patients, half of its capacity. 
In a few months it was filled. According to Superintendent Gifford the number 
of insane Indians is constantly increasing, the chief cause being despondency. 
Lack of active occupation, hunting and the like, is the chief cause of this. 

Plans have been completed for a new Eye and Ear Infirmary in Newark, 
N. J., which will be erected on Central Avenue, near Washington Street, at a 
cost of sixty thousand dollars. 

. A CH1LDBEN ’ S department has been established by the Provident Hospital 
in Chicago. The little patients will be cared for by the colored nurses which 
that institution is training. 

. , The Oskaloosa (la-) Hospital board is planning a regular campaign for 
laismg the necessary amount to erect and equip an up-to-date hospital. 

Earl Clinton, proprietor of the Standard Hotel, at Butler, Pa., has turned 
the house into an emergency hospital for the use of fever sufferers. 

The Emergency Hospital, Salem, Mass., is planning to establish a branch in 
Beverly. 

Lowell, Mass., is moving for a contagious hospital. 


SOME OE THE WAYS IN WHICH HOSPITALS ARE BEING AIDED 
The will of the late Peter B. Brigham, of Boston, Mass., was sustained by 
a decision handed down by Justice Lebanon B. Colt in the United States Circuit 
Court on December 30, and the five million dollars involved will go to the 
Brigham Hospital. Suit was brought by the heir at law to have the gift for 
a hospital declared void, as in violation of the rules against perpetuities and 
on other grounds. Judge Colt decided against the plaintiff on all grounds. 

The Managing Board of the Milford Hospital received a letter from the 
Draper Company pledging the sum of five hundred dollars a year for five vears 
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towards the expenses of hospital maintenance. The offer was accepted with 
thanks. The board also voted its thanks to Mrs. George Albert Draper for the 
fine X-ray machine recently installed at the hospital at an expense of nine 
hundred dollars. It was her individual gift. 

Abraham Abraham announces a mysterious donation of twenty-five thou¬ 
sand dollars to the Jewish Hospital, Classon and St. Mark’s Avenues and Pros¬ 
pect Place, under the condition that a similar amount be raised from other 
sources. Mr. Abraham is under suspicion as being himself the donor, a surmise 
which he will neither confirm nor deny. 

Mrs. T. W. Sykes, of North Adams, Mass., has arranged to have every 
street in Williamstown canvassed for the benefit of the North Adams Hospital. 
Small envelopes will be distributed into which each one may put his gift, and in 
a few days they will be collected. Williamstown enjoys the convenience of the 
hospital, and it is hoped that everyone will respond as generously as possible. 

According to the will of the late Mrs. Mary D. Converse, of Malden, Mass., 
the Malden Hospital receives two thousand five hundred dollars, the Charity 
Club Hospital of Roxbury, Mass., two thousand dollars, with other bequests to 
charity. 

The King’s Daughters are conducting a bazaar for the purpose of erecting 
a hospital of their own at Charleston, S. C. Contributions have been received 
for the bazaar from many places in the State where there are circles of the 
order. 

Among other charitable bequests in the will of the late Joseph Stickney, of 
New York, are five thousand dollars each to the Wilkes-Barre (Pa.) City Hos¬ 
pital and the Margaret Pillsbury General Hospital, Concord, N. H. 

James Stott and Mrs. C. B. Hackley, wealthy residents of Tarrytown, N. Y., 
have each contributed five thousand dollars to the Emergency Hospital of Car- 
bondale. Pa. 

The treasurer of the Brockville (Ont.) General Hospital bas much, pleasure 
in acknowledging fifty dollars from Dr. Judson, of Lyn. 

By the will of the late Anna J. Stokes Cooper Hospital, Camden, N. J., gets 
six thousand dollars for a free bed. 


TRAINING-SCHOOL NOTES 

The fiftieth anniversary of the organization of the New York Infirmary for 
Women and Children by Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell was held at the Waldorf! on 
the evening of January 16. A number of the distinguished pioneer women in 
medicine were present. From the anniversary leaflet we quote a few paragraphs 
of special interest to our readers who are interested in the history of nursing: 

« Dr. Blackwell while in England had become a warm friend of Miss Night¬ 
ingale, and was profoundly interested in the training of nurses, and with the 
very beginning of the hospital department an effort was made to establish a 
training-school. 

“ in the second year of hospital work (1858) we find noted that the small 
number of beds has limited the number of nurses sent out after a three-months’ 
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course to three; but as the number of beds is increased it is hoped to enlarge 
the class and organize a regular course of instruction for them.’ 

In the next annual report we find that ‘ten nurses have been sent out 
from the infirmary, most of whom have settled in New York and are well em¬ 
ployed.’ ... ‘Not more than one-third of the applicants have been admitted, 
either from failure to bring the necessary testimonials or unwillingness to enter 
for the three months, the shortest period for which pupil nurses are received.’ 

“ Two years later we find that ‘ the course ordinarily pursued for training 
nurses has been modified to suit the requirements of the season,’ for the war had 
begun, and wounded soldiers needed care. 

Early in May, 1861, a meeting of the managers of the institution was 
called to consider how the class might be enlarged to meet the demand that would 
now exist for nurses.’ One of the trustees put a little notice of the meeting in 
the Times, and the infirmary parlor was crowded to overflowing. It was there 
that the committee was organized to call the meeting at Cooper Union, where 
the ‘Woman’s Central Relief Association’ (merged later in the Sanitary Com¬ 
mission) was formed. The Registration Committee of the association, to which 
everything relating to nurses was referred, included the Executive Committee of 
the infirmary, and Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell was the chairman. The New York 
Hospital and Bellevue opened their wards to give the nurses a month’s training, 
and a course of lectures was delivered to them in the parlors of the infirmary^ 
eminent physicians cooperating with Dr. Blackwell. It was always the desire of 
the Blackwells to supplement and not to repeat; and when the great movement 
for establishing training-schools for nurses passed into the hands of the larger 
hospitals, the infirmary, cooperating with the New York Hospital, gave its 
nurses instruction in obstetrics. It was not until the size of the infirmary made 
a general course possible that it established its own school. 

When a friend said to Dr. Blackwell, ‘ It makes me indignant that thee 
has not received more credit for what thee accomplished for the training of 
nurses,’ Dr. Blackwell turned on her and said, ‘ Does thee suppose I care for the 
credit, so the work is done.’ This has been the attitude from the very start 
of both sisters.” 

The Circular of Information” of the Johns Hopkins Training-School for 
1903—04 shows another step towards placing that school on a university basis. 
Under “Tuition and Expenses” is the following: 

“Entrance Fee .—An entrance fee of fifty dollars is required from all stu¬ 
dents to cover the additional cost of preparatory instruction. No other charges 
are made for tuition. Pupils receive board, lodging, and a reasonable amount 
of laundry work from date of entrance. During the period of probation they 
provide their own dresses, but when accepted as pupils, nurses are required, 
when on duty, to wear the uniform supplied by this hospital. Pupils are also 
provided with text-books, stationery, etc. Their other expenses, therefore, during 
the course of training and instruction will depend entirely upon the habits and 
tastes of the individual.”- 

This school issues eight scholarships, four for each class, of the value of 
one hundred dollars each. These scholarships are awarded in the month of 
June of each year “by the authorities of the hospital, at their discretion, to 
such members of the Junior and Intermediate Classes as have shown exceptional 
merit and are in need of pecuniary assistance to enable them to continue their 
studies. 
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“A single scholarship of the value of four hundred and eighty dollars has 
been established, to be awarded at the graduating exercises at the close of the 
third year to the student whose work has been of the highest excellence and who 
desires to pursue post-graduate study and special work in the school.” 

The school also requires a deposit of ten dollars for what is known as 
“ caution money” “ from each student at the time of enrollment to cover the 
charges for possible breakage and damage to hospital appliances. If there are 
no charges against the student, the money will be repaid to her when she leaves 
the school.” 

This is an especially practical way of dealing with that great problem of 
American heedlessness, and might be adopted with advantage in all training- 
schools. 

Another School of Philanthropy. —The University Extension of Chicago 
has established a course of instruction for practical training in philanthropic 
and social work under the direction of Professor Graham Taylor. This course 
began in January with a series of leetures in the Fine Arts Building, 202 Michi¬ 
gan Avenue. The course includes practically the same line of instruction as 
that given in New York. Among the lecturers and instructors we find the names 
of Miss Julia C. Lathrop, of Hull House; Miss Harriet Fulmer, of the Visit-, 
ing Nurses’ Association; Miss Mary E. McDowell, of the University of Chicago 
Settlement, and last, but most important. Miss Jane Adams, of Hull House. 

The registration fee for the entire session is eight dollars, and a limited 
number of students may find temporary residence at the Social Settlements in 
Chicago. Inquiries should be addressed to Mr. Walter A. Payne, Extension 
Division, University of Chicago. 

Miss M. A. Greer, graduate and one time clinic nurse at Buffalo General 
Hospital, has been appointed superintendent of nurses of White Hospital, 
Ravenna, O. The new hospital just completed is a model one in many respects, 
and with a three-years’ course, eight-hour system, and superior surgical advan¬ 
tages under direction of Dr. Crile, of Cleveland, certainly the hospital and its 
nurses have a very bright future. 

The Board of Visitors to the Government Hospital for the Insane, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., in its annual report, just issued, remarked that the Training- 
School for Nurses had done much in raising the standard of hospital employes. 

Miss Vancoub, graduate of the Galt Hospital, Galt, Ont., and who has been 
in charge of the Isolation Hospital there, has accepted a position as superinten¬ 
dent of the new General Hospital at Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. 

A training-school for nurses has been established in the hospital at Old 
Town, Me. The school starts with a class of ten young women. 

District nursing is doing its good work in Minneapolis. Miss Jeamme has 
been allowed another nurse to assist her. 

PERSONAL 

Miss Mary M. Riddle, for seventeen years connected with the Boston City 
Hospital in the capacities of pupil, assistant superintendent of nurses, matron 
of the Convalescents’ Home, superintendent of nurses, and matron of South De¬ 
partment, has resigned to accept the position made vacant by the resignation 
of Miss McDowell at the Newton Hospital, Newton Lower Falls, Mass. Miss 
Riddle will assume her new duties March 1, 1904. 
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The statement made in this column last month that Miss L. M. Wygant 
had accepted the position of assistant superintendent of the Western Pennsyl¬ 
vania Hospital of Pittsburg we find was incorrect. That position has been filled 
by Miss Margaret Mackenzie, of the General Memorial Hospital, New York. 
Miss Wygant acted as night superintendent for a short period. 

Miss Marguerite Clendenning, of the Toronto General Hospital Training- 
School for Nurses, Class of 1890, has resigned her position as superintendent of 
the City Hospital, Vancouver, B. C. Miss Clendenning has held the position for 
over five years and been most successful. She is to be married to Dr. Haw, of 
Vancouver. 

Miss Zola A. Bailey, graduate of the Training-School for Nurses of the 
University of Michigan, has been appointed superintendent of nurses of the Cali¬ 
fornia Hospital, Los Angeles, Cal., Miss H. P. Woods having resigned. Miss 
Bailey has been the assistant superintendent of the same institution. 

Mbs. A. E. Bolton, Miss K. Besiegel, and Mrs. M. A. Moore gave an “ At 
Home” at the residence of Mrs. Irish, 152 West Sixty-fifth Street, New York, to 
their nurse friends on Wednesday, January 13. In spite of very bad weather, 
quite a number attended and spent a very enjoyable time. 

Miss Ida Sharp, of the Toronto General Hospital School for Nurses, Class 
of 1893, has accepted a position as head nurse of the private wards of the Western 
Pennsylvania Hospital, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Miss Obpha C. Featherstone, who has served as night supervising nurse 
at the Western Pennsylvania Hospital, has resigned and accepted a position in 
the City Hospital at St. Albans, Vt. 

Miss Isabel Turner, a graduate of the Toronto General Hospital School for 
Nurses, Class of 1892, has been appointed to the position of superintendent of 
the City Hospital, Vancouver, B. C. 

Miss Valerie Hull, a graduate from the City Hospital Training-School of 
Minneapolis, departed on December 7, 1903, for Kalispell, Mont., to take charge 
of the Kalispell Hospital. 

Miss Louise A. Ferber has resigned her position as assistant directress of 
nurses at the Western Pennsylvania Hospital, and will rest for some time before 
taking another position. 

Miss Louise Burdette has resigned her position as superintendent of the 
Training-School of the Lying-in Hospital, New York City. 

Miss Margaret Stewart has resigned her position as superintendent of 
nurses at the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary. 





